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left you here. I ought to have come out to see
you before."

" I don't care. You have come now, and you'll
take me away? You will take me away?"

" Perhaps if I do it will be that you long again
for the peace of this convent. It has something
that the world cannot give, you know/*

* You talk like the Mother."

"I don't feel like the Mother," he said, and
stopped abruptly, because he was not quite sure
how he did feel about this child. She was dis-
turbing in a new way. He liked the way that
she looked at him steadily, as though she would
stare him through. He liked her certainty of
her own feelings. Doreen knew what she wanted.

They finished tea. They walked out into the
street again, and up the hill towards the convent.

" How soon can you be ready to come back to
England?" he asked.

"Back to England? I've never been there
before."

"Then shall we say to England for the first
rime?"

" I could start now," she declared.

** Tomorrow, or the day after?" he suggested.

"You promise me that faithfully? I have a
feeling that you'll disappear, and I don't think
that I could bear that. I'd hate to think that
you might drift away. It has been so lovely,"

** I won't drift away. Well send a cable now,
tx> tell them to get a room ready for you at Clifton
HalL You shau see me word it."

They dispatched it together from the little post-
office half-way up the hill.